Proceed from Easy to Difficult.        63
Now to learn easily we must observe the following.
Education must begin betimes, not distracted with a
variety of teachers, and moral education must take pre-
cedence of the rest. Children must not be forced to
study against their will, but we must do our best to arouse
an enthusiasm for learning in our pupils, and our methods
must be such as to make learning as easy as possible.
For this purpose tjje teacher jnust be cheerful and kind,
the school mftst be airy and attractive, adorned with pic-
tures and furnished with a garden, and the manner of
teaching must be as far as possible natural. Emulation
must be stimulated by public declamations, promotions,
and prizes. The principles of an art must be expressed
in short and clear rules, and each rule must consist
of short and clear words, and be furnished with several
examples. The transition must be from the easier
to the harder. How absurd it is to give the rules of
Latin grammar in Latin, or to teach by means of a
foreign master 1 Teacher and learner should speak the
same language, and all explanations should be given in
the mothar tongue.
First comes understanding, then writing, then speech.
Examples must be drawn from common objects. With
children we must educate first their perception, then their
memory, then their insight, and, lastly, their judgment
Again, the school hours must not be too long—four at the
outside, and as much again for private study. Nothing
must be learned by heart which is not previously un-
derstood. Corporal punishment must not be used. If a
child cannot learn, whose fault is it, his or the teacher's ?
All explanations must be as clear as daylight The eye
should help the ear, the hand the speech, so it is well to
employ models, pictures, and black-boards. If possible,
let children see the use of what they are learning. It is

